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_ HYPOTHESIS
PUbIlC Beneﬁt Programs & St t b f-t  State spending would be associated to a
Their Differential Impact on Slale Lenetit programs were edter dees bth et eport s o
Child Maltreatment by associated with disproportionate Hispanic children.
Race and Ethnicity decreases in maltreatment for RESULTS

Puls HT, MD%2: Hall M, PhD1.3: « State spending was disproportionately

Soyd R, PD*,Chung P, MD, WS non-Hispanic White children, el W e S e

1Children’ s Mercy Kansas City; 2University of Missouri- . o o . .
: Y I ; oo =R being 2-10x greater than those for
Kansas City; 3Children’s Hospital Association; “University of [ ! !! s ! estimates . 9 . ,g
Houston; 5Kaiser Permanente School of Medicine Ote ntl a ' l ContrIbUtIn to Black and Hispanic children. (Table)
7 H 1 + Differential impacts for White children
BACKGROUND and not resolving, racial & ethnic o e o).

* Public benefits have been shown to decrease

H 1 H H + Total federal spending was not associated
child maltreatment overall, but their impact on d's ar'tles ln Ch 'ld maltreatment' with differential associations.

pervasive racial disparities is unknown. )
Table. State Spending, B coefficients, p< 0.05
1 interaction term p<0.1, T interaction term p<0.05.

OBJECTIVE

non-
» To determine if the associations between state-

Black-White Disparity Ratios ] Hispanic-White Disparity Ratios Spending

Black Hispanic  Hispanic
level spending on public benefit programs and Category White
rates of child maltreatment reporting differ by All Categories $ 0,02 0.01 20.06
race & ethnicity. T ) -

g £ ﬁ"j(si:'(jhfus'”g' 0,007 | -0.007 -0.08
LUZl el § . Housing -0.03 0.04 -0.19
- Design: Ecological study using NCANDS data % g infrastructure
and spending data from numerous sources. 2 = @ 5 Childcare t 0.11 -0.06 -0.88
« Population: All 50 states during 2010-2019. z ! " ®- g EITC -0.60 -0.27 -1.35
+ Outcome: Race-specific rates of maltreatment § Q%ﬁ - § Medicaid ¥ -0.06 -0.02 -0.12
reporting to Child Protective Services. ° o MR pa 3
* Exposure: Population-level annual state IMPLICATIONS
spending on public benefit programs per

. + If our findings are true and causally linked,
person ||V|ng in poverty’ Overa", and by State Spending per Person Living in Poverty ($) State Spending per Person Living in Poverty ($) plaUSible mechanisms inClUde:

individual categories: 1) cash, housing, and in-
kind, 2) housing infrastructure, 3) childcare
assistance, 4) refundable Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC), and 5) Medicaid.

» Analysis: Generalized estimating equations,
with an interaction between race and spending
and repeated measures of state, estimated 3

1. Less deep-seated poverty and other risk
factors, on average, for White families,

Figure. Disparity ratios for maltreatment reporting to child protective services (CPS) in relation to population-level 2. R_ac,'St poI|C|es Ieadlqg to inequitable

state spending on benefit programs. Disparity ratios calculated as ((rate among Black or Hispanic children) =+ (rate dlstr[butlons Qf beneflt.s, and/or

among non-Hispanic White children)). Bubble size proportional to each states’ race-specific populations (i.e., 3. Racist reporting practices.

potentially affected children). « States’ eligibility criteria and distribution

coefficients adjusted for federal spending, year N practices for benefit programs should be

i R ’ ’ c htpuls@cmh.edu examined to ensure equitable impacts on
race-specific child pO\_/Ierty ratef, and U.fS. | Children’s Mercy U[\m(C adverse child outcomes, especially given the
census Division. Similar models tested federa 2 KANSAS CITY School of Medicine ¥ @HankPuls lack of differential associations with federal

spending adjusted for state spending.

spending on benefit programs.
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