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Malcing better lives for children todans
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The Research Vision of Children’s Mercy Hospitals and Clinics is simple: making better lives for children
today ;mf} tomorrow through the work and discoveries of world-class researchers concenir ating in areas
that hold grea mise for improvements in pediatric health care. In this “"‘pm’ yvou will discover that th
vision is E’Jeeom’z ea;ity and real advances are happening in the labs and at the bedside.

Medical research today will ensure that i}

the care we have provided for
being of chiidren everywhere, Medmal research i
makes a difference for a lifetime, many lifetimes.
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- As long ago as
saw the value a

We have celebrated some wonderful successe

physicians, Dr. Herbert Wenner, had in OVEry
the 19560s. Our research in cancer, nephrology and pharmacolog
to better treatments and new medications, improving the lives of
everywhere.

One gauge of our recent success is the six new endowed chairs that have
been established since 1995. These chairs are cecupied by some of the beat

and brightest physician/researchers:

T

e Marion Merrell Dow/Missouri Chair in Pe¢ h. Dr. Ralph Kautfiman

s Marion Merreli Dow/Missouri Chair in Pe
Dr. Gregory Kearns

alric Clinical Pharmacoiogy,

o William R, Brown/Missouri Chair in Medical Genetics and Molecular
Medicine, Dr. Merlin Butler

® o8

hair in Pediatric Cardiac Surgery, Dr.

Gary Em mﬂd Dr. Wﬁgﬂes

* Dee Lyons/Missouri Chair in Pediatric Immuna

Research (search underwayj}

* Thomas Holder/Keith Ashcrafi Chair in Pediatric Surgleal Research, Dr. George Gittes

*




Scientific publications by our investiga - have increased from

, 2056 in 1995 to 288 in 19998.
300
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Children’s Mercy is concentrating its research efforts in a variety of clinically relevant areas of emphasis.

And we are seeing prefound progress. Among the highlights:

Hematology/Oncology:

i grant frs n the National Institutes of Health will fund

hi into ention and treatment of graft vs. host
d;s\ ase, Lomphcauo 15 +naL affeet bone-marrow transplant patients. Another
major activity is the Greal Plains Regional Comprehensive Care for
Hemophilla project that is funded by two f°c:era1 grant This regional project
inates “orfprekens:ve care for children: with blood clotting disorders
gh ¢ twork of treatment centers in Missouri, Bansas, Nebraska and
is project includes data collection on 'b1cod safsty and orthopedic
iilia. In addition, Children’s Mercy is a member of the nationwide

f‘*é’l u

Br. Andrew Grbnwl and ﬁ"tend

outcomes for chhdrm; with hemopt
Children's
children’s cancer treatment research i

the National Cancer Institute which carries cut virtually all of the
United States.

1()‘5%/ (4 FOUp fund

Clinical Pharmacology:

ercy has one of the premier pediatric clinical pharmacoclogy programs in the Uniied States. It
’E‘u.vi*m-’ centers funded by the National Institutes of Health {o develop new medicines for
ical research projects completed or underway during the past year include studies in
a‘sihma ('vqti(‘ fibrosis, pain relief, and new drugs to treai viral, | fungal infections. I
addition, the program recently received new NIH grants to fund research in adverse drug
pharmacogenetics and birth defects. This program has attracted more than $1.6 million in grants during
the past 12 months.

n

: sis is conducting cutting edde work on
er*-gineering stem "eels to beconie inst J:n p‘.‘odu ing cells similar te normal cells in the pancreas, This

offers the hope of bOlﬂGu?Y g“o‘mng rcreatm ells that can be transplanted into children with diabetes.,
and eliminate the need for daily b

Neonatology:

oy grant fron
ul‘wnate geal is to provide .
term pulimonary injury in pre matw'e

zenetics:

Children’s Mercy has made a major commitment {o medical and molecular geneties with researchers
foeusmg on such areas as clinical genetics, cytogenetics, cancer genetics, molecular genetics,

orma 11d hematology. Their work has implications for the treatment of conditions such as
E rac:er—Wilii syndrome, autism, Down Syndrome, leukemia and muscuiar dystrophy.




Asthma:

Allergy, Asthma, and Immunolc the effects of indoor allergens on the health of
children with respiratory cond iac The Children's Mercy team has developed a "Healthy
Homes” survey that helps to 1demify potenti::a}_ heaith problems in homes. We have also @een erfﬂng with
Family Health Partners fo develop an asthma disease management program and receml.y submitted a
Robert Woods Johnson grant propeosal to expand that program into the surrounding region.

Diabetes:

The main focus of our diabetes research is to develop novel wa,% 1o prevent
rejection of transplanted cells without the severe side effects of toxic drugs
so pancreatic cells that make insulin can be saiely tra‘%planfeﬁ inte
ren with diabetes. This both eliminate the need for daily inje
and blood-sugar monitoring and prevent the development of the chror
complications of diabetes.

Endocrinology:

With a focus on a particular brain hormone {GnRH) and its role i1 immunily and autoi vmunity.
search at CMH is demonstrating a connection beiween this hormone and immune- ate
such as dlab*‘tt,b and lupus. This research promises new approaches to preven

debilitating ¢ Se5.

1 Or trealmg

Kidney disease:

& ur”rcen* kidney research activities are focused on the care of children undergoing dialysis and kidney

antation. This research is studying the effectiveness of intravenous iron in the pediatric

hemochajysm populauam dialysis adequacy in children on penlonﬁaj dialysis, and recombinant human
g wih hormone (Nutropinj in Pediatric Dialysis Patients. In addition, a multi-center research project is
evaluating the use of a new form of recombinant human erythropoietin to stimulate rec blood cell

production in children with anemia dbwuaied with kidney failure.

Nursing:

o

Occupational stress among 1
have shown that keeping p¢
community.

ith care workers is the focus research that is crucial, as previcus studies
onnel enjoying their work at bedside is critical {e the health of the entire

Chi'dr en’s Resource Development

2401 Gillham Roacl
Mercy & ’

L . Kansas City, Mo. 64108
HOSPITALS (816} 346-1300
& CLINICS

www.childrens-mercy.org




5 0790 01015 “The Best Is Yet To Come
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Research vigion : progress
2000.
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Chﬂdren s Mercy has made dramatic progress in the
. ,pasi. few years in buﬂding a nationally-recognized
pediatnc research cenier — but this is only the
begummg! Children’s Mercy and the entire Kansas
City community haw made a long-term commitment
to expanding resedlch efforts and building a city-
wide effort that holds tremendous potential for the
future. .

At Children’s Mercy, the aiteady—established research
| efforts in clinical pharmacology, genetics, surgery,
immunology, endocrinblogf/ diabetes and others will
continue to grow. We anticipate continuing increases
in national funding for the: pinneermg work being
done in these areas. Although research is'a long-
term effort and there are no sure ways of. predicting
the outcomes, Children’s MLI'C‘V Hospital may ‘one.
day be known as the center which dwemped a
 dramatic new treatment for-dizbetes or a cure for
|m’ugcular dystrophy. . pﬂrhapq we'lll be known for
a breakthrough: that hasnt ‘even been dreamed of yet!

But this type of ongoing progress doesn’t occur all
alone. The medical staff, the smentists, the donors

« and the board of Children's Mercy have all. played
erucial roles in bringing our research vision to reality.
I additmn Chﬂdmn 8 Mcrcy s a key player in the
city-wide collaboration to develop Kansas’ City as the
“life sciences crossroads” of the nation.

DATE DUE

Children’s Mercy is a member of the Life Sciences .
Institute, which brings together the loeal leaders m
health care, research. academics and business — an
organization in whxch the Wlwle i ématex thcm the
sum of its individual parts. In addition. in recent
months Children’s Mercy also has estabilislied
specific research aﬂilmtinnq with the Umversxt}, of
Kansas, the Midwest Institute and the Stowers
Institute, aimed at bmging the special expertise of:
each to bear on the unique needs of children.

For our chﬁdrén’#md grandchildren in Kansas City
. . the best is yet to come!
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