
Children's Mercy Kansas City Children's Mercy Kansas City 

SHARE @ Children's Mercy SHARE @ Children's Mercy 

Research Days GME Research Days 2022 

May 4th, 12:00 PM - 12:15 PM 

Improving Antibiotic Durations for Skin and Soft Tissue Infections Improving Antibiotic Durations for Skin and Soft Tissue Infections 

in Pediatric Urgent Care Clinics in Pediatric Urgent Care Clinics 

Megan Hamner 
Children's Mercy Hospital 

Let us know how access to this publication benefits you 

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlyexchange.childrensmercy.org/researchdays 

 Part of the Infectious Disease Commons, and the Pediatrics Commons 

Hamner, Megan, "Improving Antibiotic Durations for Skin and Soft Tissue Infections in Pediatric Urgent 
Care Clinics" (2022). Research Days. 13. 
https://scholarlyexchange.childrensmercy.org/researchdays/GME_Research_Days_2022/ResearchDay3/
13 

This Oral Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by the Conferences and Events at SHARE @ 
Children's Mercy. It has been accepted for inclusion in Research Days by an authorized administrator of SHARE @ 
Children's Mercy. For more information, please contact hlsteel@cmh.edu. 

https://scholarlyexchange.childrensmercy.org/
https://scholarlyexchange.childrensmercy.org/researchdays
https://scholarlyexchange.childrensmercy.org/researchdays/GME_Research_Days_2022
https://forms.office.com/r/pXN2VA1t4N
https://scholarlyexchange.childrensmercy.org/researchdays?utm_source=scholarlyexchange.childrensmercy.org%2Fresearchdays%2FGME_Research_Days_2022%2FResearchDay3%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/689?utm_source=scholarlyexchange.childrensmercy.org%2Fresearchdays%2FGME_Research_Days_2022%2FResearchDay3%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/700?utm_source=scholarlyexchange.childrensmercy.org%2Fresearchdays%2FGME_Research_Days_2022%2FResearchDay3%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarlyexchange.childrensmercy.org/researchdays/GME_Research_Days_2022/ResearchDay3/13?utm_source=scholarlyexchange.childrensmercy.org%2Fresearchdays%2FGME_Research_Days_2022%2FResearchDay3%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarlyexchange.childrensmercy.org/researchdays/GME_Research_Days_2022/ResearchDay3/13?utm_source=scholarlyexchange.childrensmercy.org%2Fresearchdays%2FGME_Research_Days_2022%2FResearchDay3%2F13&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:hlsteel@cmh.edu


Improving Antibiotic  Durations for 
Skin and Soft Tissue Infections in 

Pediatric  Urgent Care Clinics

Megan Hamner, MD

5/4/22

1



Background

• >50 % of antibiotic prescriptions  in the  US a re  inappropria te

• ~36% of pedia tric outpa tient prescriptions  exceed 
recommended dura tions

• >75% of pa tients  rece ive  inappropria te ly long dura tions  for skin 
and soft tis sue  infections  (SSTIs )
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Objective

• AIM: to increase  the  pe rcentage  of pa tients  rece iving 5-7 days  
of ora l antibiotics  for SSTIs  in CMH urgent ca re  clinics  from 
58% to 75% by December 31, 2021
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Methods

• Multidisciplinary team

• Provider survey

• Cause-and-effect ana lys is  and driver diagrams

• Data  report

• Measures
• Process : percentage  of prescriptions  from SSTI folder
• Balancing: number of pa tients  re turning to the  UCCs for SSTI within 14 

days  of initia l vis it
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Methods
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-Implemented during project



Interventions

• Plan-Do-Study-Act (PDSA) Cycle  1
• Provider educa tion

• PDSA Cycle  2
• Electronic hea lth record modifica tions

• PDSA Cycle  3
• Inte rmittent project upda tes
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Results
• Base line-58%

• New Base line-
83%

• No increase  in 
ba lancing 
measure
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Discussion

• Impact
• Development of evidence-based trea tment a lgorithm

• Limita tions
• Genera lizability
• Strong antimicrobia l s tewardship presence
• Retrospective  da ta  review
• COVID-19

• Further evidence  of s tewardship inte rventions  improving high 
va lue  ca re
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Conclusions

• Successful increase  in percentage  of pa tients  rece iving 5-7 
days  of ora l antibiotics  for SSTIs  from a  base line  of 58% to 83%

• Achievement sus ta ined with no increase  in ba lancing measure

• Successful collabora tion offe rs  opportunity for expans ion

• Improving antibiotic prescription dura tion may be  low-hanging 
fruit for decreas ing inappropria te  use
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