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We then modeled OI trajectories for each BPD grade 
subgroup by introducing the variable as a main-effect 
term and/or as an interaction term for the smooth func-
tion (Models #3–5; see Methods for details). AIC (Model 
#3 AIC: 7145; Model #4 AIC: 7215; Model #5 AIC: 7119) 

selected the model with the BPD grade variable both as 
a main-effect term and an interaction term (Model #5). 
The expected values of OI on DOL 0 were the lowest in 
the No-BPD group (Fig. 3). Furthermore, the trajectory in 
this group showed a downward trend, as opposed to a flat 

Fig. 4  Pairwise differences between the modeled log-transformed oxygenation index trajectory curves. Red lines represent expected differences in 
trajectory curves between the indicated BPD groups. The shade represents a 95% confidence interval. The log scale is shown on the left Y-axis, and 
the linear scale of the corresponding fold difference is shown on the right


